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What the U.S. Department of Education has Learned from  
the American Public Over the Last Two Years

ÅStudents, educators, and families want to know and feel like they belong

ÅFamilies want a research and evidence-based, rigorous, well-rounded, minds-on and 
hands-on education for their children, including pathways to postsecondary learning, 
career options, and multilingualism

ÅAmerica needs to eliminate the shortage of highly qualified educators and student 
support staff

ÅEducators and schools can accelerate learning by providing relevant and   joyful learning, 
ŀƴŘ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ ŜŘǳŎŀǘƻǊǎΩ ǿŜƭƭƴŜǎǎ ƴŜŜŘǎ
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Provide Every Student with a Pathway to 
Multilingualism

Objective: Provide all students with the opportunity to master another language.



Å English learners are one of the fastest-growing 
populations

Å The number of people who speak a language other 
than English at home has tripled in recent decades

Å As of 2019, there were 5.1 million English Learners 
enrolled in our nations' public elementary and 
secondary schools

ÅThe enrollment in language studies has been 
consistently declining since 2008. Less than 20% or 10.6 
million K-12 students and about 7.5% of undergraduate 
and graduate students in the U.S. study a world 
language. Only about 1% major in world languages.

Å English learners come to school with many assets; 
language, culture and funds of knowledge

Why It Matters



Identified English Learners in Numbers: SY 2019ï20
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ÅSEAs identified a total of 5,115,887 ELsin 
SY 2019ς20.

ÅIn SY 2019ς20, the number of identified 
ELs increased by 1.82% from SY 2018ς19.

ÅThe largest number of identified ELs in SY 
2019ς20 was1,148,024 in the state of 
California. Vermont reported the lowest 
number of ELs with 1,683.



The Most Common Languages of English Learners: SYs 2018ï19 
and 2019ï20

Sources: U.S. Department of Education, EDFacts SY 2017ï18, SY 2018ï19, SY 2019ï20
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ÅSpanish, Arabic, Chinese, and 
Vietnamese were in the top 5 most 
commonly spoken languages by ELs 
in both SY 2018ς19 and 2019ς20.

Å Spanish speakers represented 
more than 75% of identified ELs in 
both SYs 2018ς19 and 2019ς20.

ÅPortuguese surpassed Somali as the 
fifth most spoken language by ELs 

in SY 2019ς20.



Students Identified as EL and Enrolled in DL
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= 100,000 EL students

5.1 Million English learner (EL) 

students

404,291 Title III-served EL students 

(8.2%) enrolled in dual language 

immersion LIEPS

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Education, Ed Data Express SY 2019ï20. 

Retrieved December 2021.

Note: Data from the 2019 ï 20 school year.



ÅMultilingualism, as well as bilingualism, has significant 
academic, cognitive, economic, and sociocultural 
benefits

ÅMultilingual students have:
Åŀ ōǊƻŀŘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ŘŜŜǇŜǊ ǾƻŎŀōǳƭŀǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ōŜǘǘŜǊ 

communicators and problem-solvers
Å better memory, attention, and multitasking skills

ÅGrowing industries and sectors like healthcare, trade, 

education and technical services, employers are more 

likely to expect workers to have a 2nd language

Å  In the trade sector, employers are 59 percent more 
likely to expect workers to have a 2nd language. In 
education, that number is 57 percent. In professional 
and technical services that number is 55 percent. And 
54 percent, among construction employers

²Ƙȅ Lǘ aŀǘǘŜǊǎ /ƻƴǘΩŘ



Key Levers to Provide Every Student with a Pathway to 
Multilingualism

 

 

 
 

EQUITABLE  ACCESS  FOR 

ENGLISH  LEARNERS  

 

 

DIVERSIFIED  BILINGUAL/MULTILINGUAL 

EDUCATOR  WORKFORCE  

 

 

QUALITY  BILINGUAL 

EDUCATION  FOR  ALL  

 
Develop  and  implement 

processes  that  enhance 

oversight for the civil rights 

protections  of  English learners 

as well as related funding 

obligations for English  

learner  services  and  promote 

evidence -based practices  

to address the barriers that 

English learners  can  encounter 

in education  

 
Provide  technical  assistance  and 

funding opportunities and disseminate 

information  about  evidence -based 

state  and  local  programs  that  are 

building educator workforce capacity, 

including  Grow -Your-Own,  teacher 

residencies,  and  apprenticeship 

programs;  and  support  colleges  and 

universities in prioritizing English as  

a  Second  Language  and  bilingual 

educator  preparation  programs  for 

multilingual  educators  

 
Increase access to high - 

quality language programs 

and highlight states and 

districts that are implementing 

evidence -based  dual  language 

programs and seals of 

biliteracy  

 


